
Antinomians at Bingley; Shaw at Manchester 
Little attention has been given to the longer timeframe in Northern England with many 

content to place Brierley in the milieux feeding Seekerism and Quakerism. Things are rarely 

that straightforward.  

The centre of attention should perhaps shift eastwards rather than northwards. A good 

place to start might be Collyer and the Guiseley area. 

Not far away, in Bingley an ‘Antinomian Exercise’ came into being with familiar participants 

and less familiar ones who slot into place.  

 

 Robert Towne senior. 

 His son, Robert Towne. 

 John Towne – Robert senior’s brother or close relative, clerk of Kildwick in 1653 and 

conceivably the one suspended at Clitheroe in 1608. 

 The Taylor brothers born at Carleton-in-Craven.  

Thomas was central to Westmorland and Swaledale Seekerism. Richard Baxter 

seems to have influenced him but even after his conversion to Quakerism, his 

theological positions were atypical, even promoting the study of Silesian mystic, 

Jakob Böhme, who would gradually replace Niclaes as the centre of post-Familist 

interest. He may also have been linked with the Storey family of Blackrigge Park, 

associated with the Wilkinson-Storey schism.  

His brother, Christopher was also to join the Quakers in due course and spent plenty 

of time in Appleby – much in prison – for his ‘disputes’ with the local minister, 

Ambrose Rowlands. Thomas was to write one of his classic works from Appleby gaol 

too. 



 Edmund Moore - curate of Baildon who had the support of Jane Baildon, Lady of the 

Manor. Pickering suggests that Josiah’s brother, Jeremiah, studied under Moore and 

that Josiah might have done.  

 Jane Baildon owned one of the copies of Brierley’s Bundle held by the British Library 

– she wrote her name in the front!  

 William Aiglin who had been over in Londonderry from 1622, author of the 

valedictory poem, entitled, ‘Certain verses made upon the death of Roger Breirley’. 

Oliver Heywood suggested that in his later years he, Richard Coore and Daniel 

Towne (John’s son) were preaching together on the “extreme of Calvinism”, whilst 

also drawing attention to the embedded Antinomianism across the whole area.  

 Richard Coore seems to have been at Southowram from some point around 1649 

until 1652, having been at Heptonstall. Later, at Tong, he would write his 800 page 

‘Practical Expositor’. 

Coore married Susannah Doughty in 1660, making him Brierley’s nephew-in-law 

since Susannah was daughter of the Wakefield Grammar Headmaster (and former 

Gisburn teacher), Robert Doughty, who was married to Brierley’s sister.  

 Rev. Doughty was there too.  

 Pickering, researching the Colliers, stumbles upon another connection. In 1650, John 

Collier, Josiah’s nephew, started employment as Usher at Wakefield with Doughty.  

 But there has been something missing. Behind this Exercise was Benjamin Ferrand 

who would witness Robert Towne’s will.  

Researching the Currers of Kildwick I noticed Henry Currer’s son, Hugh, married 

Blanche Ferrand as first wife. Blanche’s grandfather had been Edmund Townley of 

Royle, rector of Slaidburn. Intermarriages with the Currers of Kildwick Hall would 

continue over several generations. So, the Currers and Ferrands were closely 

networked and linked to Burnley too. 

There is one obvious omission from the above: Shaw is nowhere to be seen! 



 

After fleeing London in 1630, he achieved a remarkable turnaround, securing a career at the 

Manchester Collegiate, becoming Fellow and (at least for a time) Vice Warden. He resided at 

Fox Court (now part of Chetham’s Library and Chetham’s School of Music) and possibly at 

two further properties in Blackley and Manchester. 

Put forward for Radcliffe by Ralph Assheton, he continued as Manchester Fellow until 1645 

– after which, according to Raines, nothing is known of his subsequent fortunes. He simply 

disappeared, lost in Civil War chaos. 

During the intervening period, he sided with the establishment against the Puritans even 

going as far as writing to Archbishop of Canterbury, William Laud, scourge of radicals. His 

opponents at Manchester were scathing: “Mr Peter was in part out of his Vice-wardenship 

and forsooth, he would have his MACE again.”  

A dramatic enough end! And for the whole of the twentieth century, that was the end.  

Only nineteenth century research gets us further in overturning the myth of Shaw’s 

disappearance. In reality, he threw his weight behind the Parliamentarians, even being 

captured by Cavaliers and escaping. Fortune had really favoured him. In 1642, the direct line 

for Shaw Place, Heath Charnock came to an end with Robert Shaw’s passing and the 

property passed to ‘Reverend Peter Shaw, Fellow of Christ’s College, Manchester’. He was 

not replaced as Fellow until 1660, passing away two years later.  

 


