
From Brierley’s Halifax sermon to the ‘Gospel of Burnley’ 
Halifax to Burnley: we are broadly speaking of the period 1619 to 1631 - one in which 

Brierley moved twice: to Kildwick in 1623 and Burnley in around 1630. Brierley’s appearance 

at the Halifax Exercise seems to have been critical in his reintegration into the Yorkshire 

ministry. Robert Towne was alongside him speaking on the same subject.  

 

The matter may have been intended to trap them. 1 Timothy 9 claims knowledge is a 

Christian guide - a refutation of Grindleton’s ‘foolish sage’ thinking. A man can only be 

righteous by imputation, ‘it cannot be laid on him’. “Knowing this, it is of Law, it is not 

given.” 

Brierley’s emphasis was clear and not Antinomian as shown in Elkanah Wales’ notes – “it is 

not given”. Echoing double predestination, Towne drew attention to the raft of people who 

cannot earn it. If it were designed as a trap, neither fell for it. That did not stop Towne, two 

decades later, arguing the point the other way in his ‘Reassertion of Grace’, suggesting that, 

in truth, he was far from convinced.  

It may not have been a trap at all; they may have had a friend in John Favour. Favour, 

originally from Southampton, wielded huge influence having been both Matthew’s Chaplain 

and Heath Grammar’s founder.  



 

During the Burnley period, another who was clearly a follower of Brierley was Josiah 

Collyer. He may be the most important evidence we have with regard to a less censored 

Grindletonianism.  

He kept detailed notes on Brierley’s sermons in the first years of the 1630s and transcribed 

Brierley’s poetry. Contrary to Nigel Smith’s view, he was actually quite a good writer on 

theological issues himself, albeit with some of the intellectual niceties removed.  

But then, why should he not be? He came from a reputable family, third son of Bradford 

Puritan, John Collier. 

In April 1630 Josiah sold a close in Yeadon to his brother. It may have been at this point that 

he moved to the other side of the Pennines on a semi-permanent basis for his weekly 

attendance at Burnley seems too regular otherwise. By 1636, at the latest, he was back in 

Guiseley (not Esholt as argued by Como’s otherwise brilliant, ‘Blown by the Spirit’).  

 


